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Website www.britishbee.org.uk/local/westsussex 

 
     

 

       County News –FEBRUARY 2011 
 

If you wish to offer material for inclusion in future editions of “County News”, 

please contact John Glover at glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com 

 

  
All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting but 

prior arrangement is necessary in the case of any apiary meeting 

 

Chichester Division 
Meeting at The Bader Arms, Tangmere at 7.30pm 

Wednesday 16TH February – Spring preparation including wax 

changing – John Stevens, Chichester Division. 

 

Further details from Nigel Dedman njk.dedman@btinternet.com or 
website www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 

 
 

Wisborough Green Division  

Apiary meetings at Dounhurst, Skiff lane, Loxwood. 

Evening meetings at The Emmanuel Chapel, Spy Lane, Loxwood, 
commencing 7.30pm. 
 

Thursday 10th February – “Making Increase” – Roger Patterson 
 

19th February 2011 – Annual Beginners Day at Pulborough Village Hall 
 
Further details from John Glover 

glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com or website www.wgbka.org.uk 

 

 
Worthing Division  

Winter Evening meetings at Ferring Village Hall. 
 

Thursday 10th February at 7.15pm – Practical Beekeeping – a talk by 
Ian Homer  

 
More information, contact Phil Carter 01903 502134 

or website www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  

http://www.britishbee.org.uk/local/westsussex
mailto:glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com
mailto:glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com
http://www.wgbka.org.uk/
http://www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk/
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WSBKA Annual Convention – Saturday 26th February 2011 
The annual convention is now less than a month away.  This tremendous 

event packs in more information than most of us can glean from the 
whole winter programme of meetings, and with this year’s speakers being 
some of the top authorities on their subjects, it is indeed a day not to be 

missed.  
 

Demand for tickets year on year continues to grow, with the bookings to 
date again up on previous years and the greatest challenge this year 
seems to be which of the seminars to choose – they are all proving very 

popular.  If you haven’t already booked, don’t delay so that you can be 
sure of your place - and the availability of your preferred seminars.  

Overall numbers and seminar places are limited by the sizes of the rooms. 
 
The full details and booking form were attached to last month’s 

newsletter, or you can access the information, and download the booking 
form from the West Sussex Beekeepers website: -

http://www.britishbee.org.uk/local/westsussex or email me direct on 
wsbkaconvention@gmail.com  
 

We look forward to seeing you at Lodge Hill at the end of the month. 
Christine Stevens, Convention Organiser 

 
 

West Sussex BKA Bee Market and Auction – 30th April 2011 
Brinsbury Campus, Pulborough 
 

We are looking for enthusiastic and willing VOLUNTEERS to help on the 
day with a variety of tasks including helping in the Auction Ring and 
serving tea and coffee.  Trained FIRST AIDERS are also required to 

share the day or work together.  So if you can spare some time please 
contact the event coordinator, Graham Elliott at grahammt@tiscali.co.uk 

or 01403 752493. 
 
If you have surplus BEEKEEPING EQUIPMENT you wish to sell the 

Entry Form can be found on the West Sussex BKA website.  Closing date 
for entries is 20th April. 

 
A regular feature of the Auction is the PLANT STALL organised by Sue 
Cooper. There is usually a wide range of plants available, and these 

come from a variety of donated sources. So, when you are taking 
cuttings, dividing plants, or transplanting seedlings, please remember 

the stall and keep some spares aside. Please contact Sue on 01798 870 
461 for more details. 
 

And finally…....Audrey Gibson-Poole will be running a TOMBOLA for the 
benefit of the WSBKA exchequer.  All prize donations are gratefully 

received, so dig out those unwanted Christmas gifts! 
 
As always, your support is greatly appreciated.  Full details of the event 

are on the WSBKA website at: - 
www.britishbee.org.uk/local/westsussex/auction   

http://www.britishbee.org.uk/local/westsussex
mailto:wsbkaconvention@gmail.com
mailto:grahammt@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.britishbee.org.uk/local/westsussex/auction
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BBKA 51st Annual Delegate Meeting, Saturday 15th January 

2011 
 

On Saturday 15th January I left home at 7.30 a.m. to drive the 134 miles 

to Stoneleigh to attend the 51st Annual Delegate Meeting of BBKA as the 
West Sussex delegate.  This was my second year of attending this 

meeting, and Gordon came along too to see what it was like.  Last year it 
was a real marathon, the meeting not ending until after 6.00 p.m., but 
this year, thanks to less long discussions and an electronic voting system, 

it went a lot quicker and ended just before 3.30 p.m.  This meant we were 
able to get home to Petworth a few minutes earlier than last year’s 

meeting had ended, saving three hours. 
 

Each Association is allowed one voting delegate at the ADM.  This is the 
big annual meeting at the heart of democracy in BBKA, with elections for 
the Executive, the presentation of accounts, reports from various 

committees, and a whole series of motions to discuss and vote on. There 
were 60 voting delegates, half a dozen or so Associations not represented, 

and in total over a hundred people attending, so the National Beekeeping 
Centre was again bursting at the seams. 
 

The details will be published by BBKA in due course, but I thought I would 
give West Sussex members a summary of those parts most relevant to 

individual members. 
 
It was good to learn that with Saga sponsorship of Adopt-a-hive ending, a 

three year contract has been signed with Burts Bees to sponsor the 
continuation of this.  With set-up costs covered in the first year this 

should give a good stream of income through the next three years. 
 
It seems that there is a shortage of Assessors for the Basic Assessment.  

West Sussex has a rather low percentage of members taking this 
Assessment and we are trying to raise that number this year.  We hope 

we can find appropriate Assessors! 
 
David Aston, Douglas Brown, our own Roger Patterson, and Michael 

Sheasby were elected (or re-elected) to serve on the BBKA Executive for 
the next three years, and Michael Young for one year.  Thomas Canning, 

Pamela Hunter and Peter Sutcliffe were elected to the Examinations 
Board. 
 

It was agreed that the BBKA membership fee should be raised by £1 next 
year, so start saving the pennies now. 

 
As in the last two years, the most time-consuming and controversial issue 
related to the use of the BBKA logo to endorse some pesticides.  This has 

been happening for some years, for some of the less dangerous synthetic 
pyrethroids, and the contract is about to expire.  The BBKA Executive 

asked us to support their policy on use of the logo in future, to allow then 
to manage the intellectual property rights in the way they see as best, 

which would specifically exclude any future endorsement of pesticides. 
Martin Smith, BBKA President, vacated the Chair to speak on the matter.  
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After surprisingly little discussion the motion was voted on, and passed, 
48 for, 7 against, 5 abstentions.  We supported the Executive. 
 

Then came a resolution from Twickenham & Thames Valley Association on 
pesticide endorsement.  This one sought to stop all commercial 

relationships with agrochemical or associated companies.  You may have 
read and heard some of the national publicity generated in advance of the 
meeting, and all Associations were bombarded with emails about this 

motion in the weeks running up to the ADM.  Martin Smith spoke 
passionately about the need to retain the ability to have some future 

relationship with these companies, for example joint sponsorship of safety 
leaflets, or if they wished to promote anti-varroa materials at the Spring 
Convention and therefore hire a stand (a commercial relationship, which 

would be barred by this proposition).  He proposed a re-wording of part of 
the proposition.  The initial wording was “That the BBKA cease any 

commercial relationships with agrochemical or associated companies 
relating to the use of the BBKA logo, including all endorsement of 
pesticides (for money or any other form of remuneration) as soon as 

contractually possible.” It was proposed that the words in bold be replaced 
with “for the”, thus limiting the restriction on any relationship to just 

pesticide endorsement.  Endorsement is ending in any case, and BBKA 
Executive and office staff have suffered extreme abuse over this matter, 

from all over the world and accusing them of sponsoring products they 
have never had any connection with.  They have decided that any future 
endorsement, even of the most beneficial product for bee health, is so 

open to misrepresentation that they will never again consider any 
endorsement of what might be termed a pesticide.  The amendment was 

passed, 50 for, 8 against, 2 abstentions.  With no mandate, I voted for 
the amendment.  Martin Smith then pleaded for a strong vote in favour of 
the amended proposition.  Though I had been mandated by the West 

Sussex Executive to vote against the initial wording, I believed it was now 
so different that I used our vote in favour, and the amended proposition 

was passed 56 for, 3 against, 1 abstention.  There was a call for a card 
vote, where the number of paid-up members in each Association is 
counted (rather than just one vote per Association) and the result was 

similar, the Proposition passed with 16,777 for, 1949 against, 352 
abstentions.  This may finally have put this issue to bed, it having been a 

major topic at three consecutive ADMs. 
 
After that the remainder of the meeting was relatively straightforward.  

You will find in future that a Partner Member no longer needs to be an 
Adult (i.e. over 18) and that shortly there is likely to be a category of 

Junior Member (there was a fair bit of discussion on implications for CRB 
checks and for insurance in relation to this).  We agreed that BBKA should 
promote British-bred queens, which makes sense in so many ways, not 

least because of the risk of importing nasty pests or diseases from other 
countries. 

 
Finally, there are some small administrative changes to do with 
membership which should make the running of the main BBKA office 

easier. The most significant part of this is that if any of you, our West 
Sussex members, lapse, we have to tell BBKA very quickly; if we fail to do 

so we will be irrevocably charged a membership for the lapsed members 
by BBKA.  So you may find your Membership Secretary chasing you for 
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prompt renewal, otherwise they risk becoming very unpopular indeed with 
the WSBKA Treasurer. 
 

If any West Sussex member would like further details of any aspect of the 
ADM, or to see the printed reports or accounts, do feel free to contact me 

by email at stone.house@btinternet.com. 
 
Tom Moore 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


